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1. Aristotle — ‘Poetry is to be defined as an art, the fundamental
principle of which is imitation - that imitation being through the medium
of Language.’ (Poetics)
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2. Shakespeare —

‘And as imagination bodies forth
The form of things unknown, the poet’s pen
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing
A local habitation and a name.
(A Mid summer Night’s Dream, V, 1)
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3. P.B. Shelley — ‘Poetry in a general sense may be defined to be the

expression of the imagination. Poetry is ever accompanied with pleasure.’

(Defence of Poetry)
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4. S.T. Coleridge — ‘Poetry is the best words in best order.’

(Biographia Literaria)
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5. Wordsworth — ‘Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful
feelings: it takes its origin from emotion recollected in tranquility.’

(Lyrical Ballads, Preface)
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