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Dr M. Kirti Singh

M. A, LL, B, PH. D., D. LIT,

Head/Senior Lecturer,

D.M. College of Arts and commerce,

Life Member ISBA, AIOC and

The Asiatic Society, calcutta,

Council Member, BCRI (Poona) Imphal,
Dated 30th Dec., 1988.

This is to certify that the subject matter of the thesis entitled “Indigenous games
of the Meiteis with Special reference to kang and Polo (19th century A.D.)” is a
record of work done under my guidance by W. Budha Singh, M. A., Rastra Bhasa
Ratna, The contents of the thesis did not form the basis for the award of any previous
degree to him or to the best of my knowledge to any body else.

He has fulfilled all the requirements of the University ordinance as a registered
student for about 4 years. I am satisfied with his work and want to place the same for
a board of examiners for the award of the degree of PH.D. of Manipur University.

( Dr M. Kirti Singh )
Research Guide (Main)
Imphal, Manipur
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This is to certify that the thesis entitled, Indigenous Games of the Meiteis with
Special Reference to Kang and Polo (19th Century A. D.) submitted by Sri
Wangkheimayum Budha Singh for the award of Doctor of Philosophy of Manipur
University is an original piece of work. It highlights the tradition of games and sports
of the Meitei people, which, among others, markedly characterises the culture of the
people.

The thesis, or any part of it, has not been submitted else where for any degree.

(DR.CH. BUDHI SINGH)
( Research Co-guide )

Department of Anthropology
Manipur University
Dated, 30/12/88 Canchipur : Imphal
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“The Lumchel is a competition between the different ‘pannahs” or classes
among the Manipuri population. Brahmans, as also the lowest class of Manipuris,
the Lois, are not allowed to compete, but Mussalmans may”” ®
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“The first in at the preliminary races between Pannahs are allowed three

months exemption from Lallup”!!
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“.... for months before they came off various lanky looking men, with scanty

proportion of clothing, may be seen morning and evening trotting along the road,

getting themselves into training for the important event”'*
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“The fight occasionally happen is correct

but they arise from accidental causes, and

are really not a premeditated part of the

performance”*
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“The race itself differs from most boat races, in the fact that here the great
object is for the one boat to foul the other and bore it into the bank, so that one
side of the boat is disabled, the men not being able to use their paddles, the boats
are thus always close together until at the finish, when the rase is usually won by

a foot or two only,”*
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The techniques that is, the movements and postured adopted in Thang and
Ta are closely related with the techniques of Sharit Sharat and Mukna (The

traditional forms of unarmed combat). That is why the teachers of Thang and Ta
are usually are the masters of Sharit-Sharat, though their modes of combat and

the field of specialisation differ,”
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“While co-ordinated hand work and foot-work are essential in both of
them, more emphasis is givenon .... .... .... .... hands or skill in hand-works in
the case of Thang and on the skilful movement of legs such as jumps and
kicks in the case of Ta. In view of them interdependence and functional in-

separability handy is a learned teacher in Thang or familiar with the tech-
niques of Ta and vice-versa, though he may be more specialised in either of
them.”!!
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“The Supreme lord, being desirous of creating the Universe instructed his
son Asiba to create the earth. But he was at a loss as to how the work was to be
started. The lord, there upon opened. His mouth and revealed through it the very

process of creation, Asiba accordingly, began to create the earth by performing
thengou (a specific sword and spear dance) pudil (ms.)"
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“Each thengou has its own specific consequence, Thus, if akao thengou
is performed properly, it gives abundance of food; nongpham thengou. the
wrath of the king, lankak thengou, war and rebellion; leichai thengou calam-
ity to the country and the death of kings; leinet thengou, place and harmonys;
achong thengou, desease and death; atan thengou, the longivity of the king;

and leikham thengou, the welfare of the king and kingdom.”*
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“Sport was easy in peacetime Imphal. First of all came Manipur ‘hockey
on horseback”, other wise known as polo.”
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“It will be remembered that Manipuries
in considerable numbers had emigrated
to Cachar during the Burmese invasions
There they introduced polo and the
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English tea planters of the districts
learnt the game from the Manipuries.”*
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TORT KAT ALs sEePmml kogrofrf derarsofuaf seforiofue
WHeTRl | $¢¢2 WOER O WIE ALres keofm Ixfi “Ruxfo sz cf
MIMCION RRWR ORI WIZ OTTEs SO Tl ERe°C s I HEaR
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‘...the first Europeans known to play the game were some British tea
planers in Assam, who had learned the game in near by Manipur and formed

the first European polo Club in 1859 at Silchar. The Calcutta polo was formed
in the early 1860s” %

CaR °2° RePZlEll Bafsat TORE BT TS-

These two (Lieutenant Joe Sherere and Captain Rober Stewart) with
the local planters decided to play conjugation with the Manipuries. Accord-
ingly in March of the same year (1859) a meeting was held at Stewart’s
bunglow and there was formed the Silchar polo club which has been running
ever since. At this meeting the following were present and were elected as
the first members of the club. The following were the members of the club. *

1. Captain Robert Stewart, D.C Silchar
2. Lieutenant Gow Sherer, A.D.C Silchar
3. Gulrus Sand man of chutle Bheel

4. Games Davidson of Soobung

5. Games Clermetty of Hailakandi

6. Arthur Brownlow of Hailakandi

7. Earnest Echardt of Silkuri

8. W. Walkar, Bograhat

9. C Stewart, Uru Urruna Bund

sol M. Bhattachary op: cit., Evans G. A, B James, op, cit, p. 10

851 “XaaPI WRBB”, 32 2e¢

88.  Encyclopadia of Britanica, 24th vol., 15th end Chicago University, 1980,
p 760
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WA3ET eR LIf 63 of HA%A CIULHWL e (OA°FH Wue Ot Awerf; 7
COfRTwR WelEHRa) TRl |

82Nl WW, IRRACR, ‘RCOME, EURAS

861 B Xeae ofln, “Comm ka7, cof e $E5¢, a3 S0

8¢ Ta, WEOXERRT, “ REMNA, k°a WE & kIR EO", s afief, $¢5s, ¢, 53 Xanee 7#evr,
RLI MRS
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“In 1849,a Manipuri team from Cachar was Invited to Calcutta, With
their small hardy movements and scientifie play they easily defeated the
calcutta team inspite of the larger and faster ponies of the latter’*’

$F6¢ TBRBE & WOMKA OA°BOINI KXl RRU 3T BWud Oeryf |
“MCRT ¢ Tf OMPICER RRUA I7°MH WIE GTTF 36ee |l §§ Tf MU
X6 EfAl dRBLFE XNCRAQWEH!, TASH Fdcofl, EPWR WocP, LIRS TR,
3RC EARCHINE RCIT, RPCY°R X%3 WAllRH, CPAPHORN JWCHLS kXA,
R°2WE XeR 7eaf, RE°wE F (OfiA, IRE ORABIEMAE HE $§ TOFE OTPE
fuf AT N W CI7°MH Fedd W6 METE S5 OCTFF A Bl w43l MEE
$NC) REAABH Wl & 72NBC BT MECE § %I2° | Uk TR CO7°3H MECE
58 COLUBA MECE TkICQ) RCAATR Wl % ANBC OCUFA (O7°FC MECE §
RI2° |l SR Ky WIZAPRT MFSTT | TOf RIWR OANC TRH Reasamef
ST R0 OECa® Wx*h WHE ReUl ARAC OTTAIE || HEMRRI AT
TXH kAl RRC 73, CHRE AREC M $50 MW | Erfze RACE WS LTS
98 Kfa ReEsf@e | CILHT T: S00 ¥ RARE WPR% WhkF R°E3IT 1 *

WORT sf¢¢ Tf ked s¢ Cf ClULWBR MaE (7°8 (WMNC FAFE)
LWETFT s¢ Tf OMPIOEa O7A°8 WIS ALl | * WORT ARafs X7l Wl 0
0% AOAT RECAR ROETOINE OBCTE R%I ¥%f | FAT ATT WHE a4
RIMGA, BOIf RAT, $§5S T ARCOSW?, HETAR (TP WIE ATTYRS | ROFR X%
Tk OCTEPS ¢/¢ T ORC $OB CECOETY TS s\s RE'TI6 KICIHS S0 Tof NP4 L- sk
SRAC OCTRF | $0 (BT /8 & LHY%S | TICB BAT a°cfkes TR STl AR
RELH LHWESHES Il $§88 q RERILOIET Ba°ae, T°E TROU To AEHa6T
C7Es mepal Hed cfixsxl | TRacEasn 558 TOMNRR ROLrol Oers
7%l Il %% TR OTTAPS ¢ TWRAT AEAIR W el TRON 5% werlef
wefe efef safee ( Aefie Cago et RROMIT BEofest das RER ) &
SGB% & COECXL |

$FR% A D TR RCRILOI® WEFT TATE O WHEf X4T-TMLI
°R%f | $§82 Fal AareflARS ROBTOf OBrE ekl | SES WRAT ROTTOfTf

8% | M. Bhattacharya, op, cit.

8¢ I WLaPI WHBE, SE¢8, C: 0F6-6¢

8¢ Il xefT TOfRTwaRTf, 2: 585
501 XEE°r) e, LI MERA'S, C: 5565

S&¢



> N__ P
O’y HmOe

7ZPRERBE THBM SHUC $¢8¢ @ CEOIRY @Ioofm MLwwl 1 XAfofn
eyl Weees 78T Rif Tl Mar weimesrf mefmsa Wue OTrs
ygefn *

¢3¢ Wl @HOIISMMA TIREWE oMY WIE 2R3 ROTTOF Lmywf |
R0l BTNl RRUR REORHSM AR IEfRCIHT 7% -

“By late in that year 1976, informal

games were being pleyed in New York, first at Dicken’s Riding Acad-
emy in Manhattan and then by 1877 at Jerome Park race track in West
chester country. In the summer of 1877, the first North American Polo

Club, the West chester polo Club, was formed.” 32

RRK, T, T, T OCCE RIROIAQ X% ThA Kl ¢ T O% I TRB OCCAS ¢
& ACLAICHIES || RETR ATTAPT ¢ 7 WHARI BIIFCOIR ST | $§55 T ARETE
3w wef wota A¢ir A 2% Tha OBTaPs 2 2arfs TOfR AELAICHRES 1+
58S @ REAIRE NS WPOIROE C°HFIV SHET KIHIP R-UF RST- LI
MLPIIET IE638C) BEACRE Rl TRD 2°UOfIefh |

WORF ¥ ROTTO! kL kd OBRTRIRC ToOwa-elR, ef-cfeea, Xfe,
EAE0), T, ACIf%, ZARRETX NS REROIIR R%fA0 7¢Il R Fivf ROTss
3 WA ROBCOf OBTAE wae, ke k MEFTI ROTT T THae |

$£08 3 ROECOf MEfEO WE R°I) TRIAET Sa65s EHhamns sfIclia
»fIefs W TOuf kROR OECCFTfakRT REOMer! (O W X4 Tk
YHCHES | * 753 Rk WoOr HARET RAACE MEF RIHCT | Rl RISF TOlE
NCEiRBlEY TWToes TROU OX°4 aedarel OMalCyeaet RCiMme 3T
TS HCMBEICIMRCS 753 RlTIT BXedt BT 3T ROCCOIIRRT ZMSHES |
deeaPROfTaTf TES REMEBC TMCTf %6 Tk (°F%f I TOR 3T e
AeeaPRofmg OmeT Rafuz oI That kOBTOFR 35 R Wgee) eS|
“ CEF CO°T WIZAP® WA L& €2 S0 S0 Tof WU ROl RIWw NPT §/8

SO0 NLaPI WRBE, C: 25

%& Il Encyclop aedia Britanica, op. cit.,pp. 760-761

Sl Il HENE°C) 2E07T°, TGS TMERA'S, T: 555

%2l KL MERE EMCE CITCEYS E°CORITP S8, B2 $8-85% WU 3f, Cof, ARCICI! ‘&
w8 , wfIef, sg%2, 2 28

&6 I RGNS, OMCAS B2 BT, $E5%, T2 66
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MPARC (384T Cofefet el | T WHE O'CE®R S0 Wk kX°H YWl (P 5/8
OeHaFRl ERT JeRkl | BX°HE AN kX ARC RITEl OeraPsofuamf
YT RCAUYf | RW2RC WPCH RRUN, RMe Buiguamf 7°et XEs &Cl
WUZEW ARC %TE SHMrys Oetarkl | 3afwfeo WEQEOfuT ZER TS
et | S wPes WO R MERReSHl ReRBEfTIT AN kX TROU T3
CefRraf OTra*Roflr SRt ACrarkl || *

708 WP TPIMC ofzfeear €s, mf, @2, P X4TnLn ofzfers
AZERRl I OBTAPS TRE TYIUN R4l TS TRT BUZQF L°F3
AFFCBWIRAEITS P LZIEAT RACANS WAMESE “TENUN” AT RTF ‘@ WA
NARER RAECT RIMUET 3T AICHES | ** WORT KT Tl kSka ROTTO 3
J3mmf WHE ROTC T CHAFEE HNIMY WER4ATRl | T Th Tk%
ARl CIOLWE, OMPI°T TROU FARA RME WOZFUR O HWICE MRCHS
RIRFT SKCC MEC MEC BiICHES | RRRERECE L IR 3 BUC3U THFE
7l EZBR HREY MOSTAKEH Tha! Rooflit 7°EC M “RNI Wz
AR weaf | kROTTofs Wud3ua Oees zeuefs RfTsofis kufm X3
merfssfmwe! A% ofuse |

<Everyman in the huge gathering which sits in an orderly mass
on the banks lining the polo ground is a competent critic, and while the
excellences of individuals meet with approving cheers of Yamphai or
very good. Humeric laughter is the portion of ambitious, but unskilful
player who essays in vain some difficult stroke.’ 38

RWE TOfR OTCARE TERS RIRAC OURCAE OTCEPS Raawl REw ST
CORECH COQRE, ACHRE HEAR, T, W°, LTREIOC TCUIH B35k, RESH
RBWEC TOU LUCKF XKICP N HAREE RAGC RORTC ROCCO! RURSTE
7HUBHR TR OEUBE TMHCE RIT %S WHIF KT TES OLUAPS Tk THUQ
YUARRS | TFE RIT%S TR MEar ** Krrfof Mes 2% |

&e 1 @zl REFFA°OE, REET, $E¢5%, E> VIII, RO S¢, 2 ¢

%3 1| RLTHl cRafTofRmsamf

%% T-c. Hudson, “The Meitheis”, Delhi, 1984, p-50

W8I 38f, W, “RUME ROSIF W3 2nelmf Rewa, R R, BSFET, 2552,
Cs @

$&0



> N__ P
O’y HmOe

“COMTPT REA TR WIREF NCO 38, RUIR H°CF WIRLH FBETLT (TP KR
WCAT PR %38 WIREF RUC ACT SV, Rl XEof ST BIRLH TIT
%8R NWT ATT MssR AAREE CIULE Tt 1

sg50 @ cRAROfR CfUL’ TROU dk 29T ROBLOFE dgexfy “ ss of
REOHOR CfILTRa oafzst fm T dRehxa kAQTUiEXfURT O WIS
et | TfuL’ EHT METE $¢ LW N7 © WORT $E$$ D CATL ThOU O7°3H ¢
$000 M3 P WV°E% (W) &-TAC WOE ALURfl Rofa cfudc kRemomsef 1 4
sg2s & WCf(OF cLLHR cmerf SeRfOfle CuLTEf 2T Wames) ROBros
oOers conpesal MExfacl cerl kyera SedEl TERF cRMATl kAT
ZROfUAE REfMas XofIemels Cees RoUes Rk RANT MECAE kOTTO3
TMCWMCER cRaFCfelrysa K% |

“During the war time, the famous polo player of India, Maharaja Jai
Singh ofdaipur visited the war front in Manipur and saw the game of his
love at its own birth place. #2

XARTE ®AAC O WOCH TN REEW THRC ROCT WRQ e
LT RUyeks CfuLef RATHS kyF TOfR CIIL REH TROU CRES (TP
WWE ATTRIBTS | $25% SRBML HAKF RWY: WPTWH COTL W FFlTl BHIZEN 7 NHC
RAECE WAIS CHER THROU RRFZUAT 32 (°CISIC CAQMN RERS RKAC
Orryf; RAGCrf BOeme LE%f | * s¢5% 3 CfUL’ RORT WATRR BHIE OTTE
CoWR Il $$5¢ CWBY $¢ A OA°BOMMN kAT HAHe% T OECIE KAGCT
MGZI §00 WHOW 20 KLOMST LHFWI REF WRZEII Sk’ €05 & M I Ref
R3S WOfR OREI WIE ATTRS I $865 B E § Tf LWCA RRBFMAP TACTHIWE
CeHmel Puar wue Ged 1 “ woRe efuy’ Tofivf Ausmsal ol wue
wof W 7°TC kHl BUC A7 30fine Ot A55If Rak REC EX | keF TAC
RATWE &XF TOf ROgeofumr! otrf ©5% kIFC! TEF TT% I MEE %3
Tzl MCEf3lmeI Tzees WHaws kfoxwa AIfem 73T AN Bld OTUsHR
TR® RIAFFT ATCEPROMNT BEF Ra %6 ESHkS |

200 YLaPI WHEE, O: 652

2SIl wammf exafm wofrmysanf, 2 ¢¢2

251l MERAT EAC BOMCAY E°COIBFBET, $E6%8, T2 %
2%\ 3 W: &: 69

22l wommf exafm wofRmysanf, & ¢os

$6S



Reatcofmmf BA ORI, OTPEERT deamres kOTTofh

$§29 5 RAET B INCTAT RORT RSC REOME (038°6 MO Whf3sf co°FXf 1%
R TOE ROBEO! XIRYTIRIART ENC RPUOIICHEN I TR $$62 &
®RAGCE, Wa T MISTR TIF X6 TRRAT SMSABC), RETiWR ME WET
KT LA TET OUEPTIHNSFIR OBCE 7%l | “ s¢¢¢ & WS, of, R°TIR WS,
0of, Wee9, REfmermf XFEMRICOTHT FFE TT°c) WHT RO NS WEF 7 5u%f |

sg2g @ REOMAT Sy BIEREM KT MY WICHl EYREE RESFMT
T 2T B%f | TT'E OrmieT GeraPRofmmf T3 L myfsamf Oerarsofie
RICHIE TP (O ETB Bkl | WHEI MO Wk al F4I MFRC JEamf
$$60 T HAC AEF CW-TUKY BATKRC MULT¥S I

WORT ROBTOf AT EFE 2Nt Oetamel | ¢ 2 TWES (T
HWué OeraPRofinf 2N WR REF RER Raflla (°FRC BRIl X6 Lamse
TH% TWAC RBECE ROBTNS WHE L'ofea ogm Reeaf | Rl WHE dc3
dmrwf WHE ROTTOMNM, ke RECRT QT HE ROTT T THT Jaf |

Rseofmmf WhH3 ROCT Tk TWHT 3

Rascoflie kROEBTOf WERMIQ WHEF® ; kM RMCOINE 3% ATyl
drramest! ART Lt || ROfRIT ReIAMaT, dermres kOBTE! A3 W
AT ARa3If WErs duastf | Rk TOIRTTE ke Rl REF TREIACQ TS
9B ERAEC) Rl OBUsaf This 35 dwe ARC Axtas (7 30fue wxfsef |
B UCRT Kl HZesfarl M LW MEBC WHAS AR kA ORT! doTes
ROTTOFE THH-TRHF vt AR W5 Aerar cmefsef |

) 2T KO THETIN BUST T THET HCC CIIBRT 08 BHTRT
SN ®RfTS WIS TEREP I BRIl RO TRE TKE il BN THCE
KT ARC KRl Bag Wuemef | oI 'ud kOeeofs AKas Il Tk
MR W&ot RECH (CPRER QT REWS Il K3 O SERfC WARSS ofzfersmf
RER SU-3Mf RERUR MER° | ZRSTTF 3WOIT Rdf O SewfE wf-
BIHRC RERIFCL | WOIMREE Rotlef (T SERFE COM°IT WIET Fysl - FalF
dnvef; Byl O-demf (3z°I WERF WhE ROBCE! | THE TRT kXlf TWORT
EPWZCIN Lot -

2f Il WIS MERAE, &rfCC°I BNIILE O, S35 2§
261l O W O 6%F

2B EMCY COMES E°CONTBeT, $86%, T2 86
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“The national game of Hockey, which is

played by every male of the country capable of
sitting a horse, renders them

all expert equestrains; and it was by

men and horses so trained, that the princes

of Muneepoor were able for many years not only
to repel the agression of the Burmabhs,

but to scour the whole country east of the
Ningthee river, and plant their banners

on the banks of the Irrawattee in the

heart of the capital of Awa”

FCCUCRT PETEfliAC CECEE Ritka ThOU KC MEE kK ( $§58%-
$¢%2 ) & OIPT CERIT &L’ ARTA® It Ofefewf | RORT RRT Fodcofmmf
d3W) WAC %7K NERAFH TR AET TRONE BERFAT BURSY(F Afcowafe
Y@k Mieef | By P SERFC KIT, WIS KT TW-RCXINE kAN OWCHT
OIPIF CfuLft OfcfErs MFFRIT Rrf (O 2Rl TAC WISWY(E, W3
WfC RE%lE SRYER LIUM NERCS |

O BuE kOgrofrf dFu Tt ofzfetafs ¢ WO B TR
ReasCoffaf TRBEWWES 1 CofefEueaf (I3 RerZfle REC CUTE LHMTE RAAS
kel W IO ESBR LHE @l I OB Oofcferarans kRacfll 53 RAH3
7efme weafy 2% Aa%sa Wi OTUINf RaFa kea kol o3 FUHTsEe
MEEMRE! | 2%a oM WM, K3 Th XhaPI WRIFT MISE 1| “se8s &
sstf RASR Q4T RacfIl Bl AQFER O B2a: § WS |’ * WORT 8¢S
A Reae fma oMY w6l REF WR33a MICT || Rl Reaefmg 0 Woff €r3
antf & AnEml Xanef | TARIN KRBl RIINEE < WOla TH3T (IURAIRC
TP EE 2KCC R@HS || (OCRATR TP W6T |

ROLTOF 2HOMIT GETaR3Tf &y BFARC OBTECl | SHE FWeH3Tf |
RER TOE WOZ WUA Skaka memmel x4esfofe ovsel | 25T MeIew kfT
CAI%-RREF W% A58 CUI, RRISTI kil TS | WIS WA WEMT S3HeofmT

2¢ I Capt. R.B Pemberton, “Report on the eastern Frontier of British India”. Gauhati,
1966, p.33
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Reatcofmmef BACRTS OTPEERT deamres kOTTofn
MEBIRT (-7 KIS N4FC OfTHWE HWACH E ABC HTC I “ RBFIMf

aRAPIF O% FPARIT EWHA K TR kel ¢T3 KR MULTETINER Leuraf;
c% Al deeamme! #raf

TREPFR TR WPAFACE WAt Wa'ATIT CIICTyrf Hamraw
WU 3%f3 TOPE BarACET (I Tae semel AR3wf Lzrsfa s
RER WREQ &C MATKRITCOT RaF WHAT kT O WILE ROBT THIF &a°
ool Thaf ARISTRf T©HF RTTRQ 0 ARSMf Raref | TAmeI (PaxT
MEE REF WHT e, FEM THT MTSEC Kl THE LR kaf dU3 RE4w
REATEOMRT Ryt ROBTO! THNUN RITS BISN TRAT, daane, JFaae A58
B3R REC (9°WT [HfFCf | OMPMf WX 72WE°T WU KX RRk°C HNT %C
OfelErars RTURIT RERF TOFE (P8l | EfZI 73R ROTTOMT! Rkl 385
MG R |

WFIN 38 Ol OBTER %5l X 3 kRl TORT ETRTT-

“Manipuri ponies are small, most of them under 12.5
hand. Because they are small the sticks have to be shorter.
Small ponies have fast turnings and short sticks make for
fast stick work. Because the ponies are small it is easy for

tall riders to bendand pick the ball up” >

AN

J3mmf ©HE ROBT T THT ¢

Rot QI WUZ CfUL’ TROU TOF TIOfTIRI® T©%F ROCT Tk
WHETy° | CIILAN Zem RIXF ES5C ROLCOf ALt RIXFaTl DR
7R 7°ER MM TES OTraPRofll RFams 1 ful’t te’sg mrefo
®fmeodef | Al EREa % RIf MR GTTS MAS T 20N Téparf | (37°50ofme
REOMES SO RIHF HRACO ROEC TOP KIME RalUkTHE TH3 Tk THC
A

“It would be wrong to assume that in

Manipur the game was reserved for pro
fessionals and potentates. On the countrary.
the villages enjoyed many a rough but
excellent game, played mostly on the villager’s

¢l el ZZiIRm Leeats RERC
¢8ll  WAGT W T, 3f, ©f NEF “ efcC°I BERIR@° 0T’ P2 $¢5%, T2 ¢
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own grazing ground-and on commual ponies

which had little to eat except paddy and what
they could graze” *

ROECOF CIUL RIC OTUIR TEBAT TAF TL° ST RRUR SIo°l-0BT,
ofzferar Tl TRRf T©5% RT TR <3 Rk TRC MO T3 ROTeof
BHE XEZ 9°F 3fuss woeref

“For Manipuris Polo is not a luxury game; but
it is played ordinary villagers mounted on
their own ponies and a visitor to Manipur can
withness for himself at the polo ground in
Imphal, the dexterity of the ponies and
players and the enthusiasm of the ordinary

villagers for the game.” *

BREA 2°3& ECfTAT T3 RfTHOIMME AME Bl OBT3WIaRIT S5 Ya s
RATCT O WOZTf OTea®s Thasal ¢l kMR MELWRT A8 WIS
Oers RIAIEl | THIC ZRawE NEFR kxrfofef

At one time the chief Manipuri profes-
sional was serviag a long term imprisonment
for rape, but every Friday he was let out
of Imphal Jail to play polo returning after

the game to his cell.”*
A AL
ArTaPROMNT ECR HWEE BUS KA BRI RI'E RS 0°4ef | WO
ervf RITROMNE Efzeg WoOP REC BUC 0°4m Efz4Tf ART &%

“The Manipur riding costume for the game is a scanty dhoti, well
tucked up, and a pair of thick wollen gaiters reaching from the
ankle to the knee; whip is carried in the left hand suspended from

the wrist, to allow free motion of the hand.” *®

EPTY W56 WS Reel TROU BRfACE ARAC WIRT TR ZaWwT M-CT

¢% 1 Evens, G. & Brett James, op. cit, p.11
54. R.K. Sanahal singh (ed.), “peeps into Manipur”, Imphal, pp. 160. 161
55. Evans, G & Breett james, A, “Inphal” , London, 1962, p.20
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karf TRE MEOfIEf | kROf OWIaN! F3a Thal BOZT (PTWCECI I RAHO
(PIWCE ARAC X WA Th, EFT Re6of I8 AMC | ZMFN 3WHE REART Yol 6
MTLTCE OFC TP THE EfOFNT T (°REl ‘RRl4RT WS MM W)
ofefed | crgmosf sfmeeaeeis Efz4mf kaeFa kel TORT TS Some |

“He wore a very picturesque dress for polo - a green velvet
zouave jacket edged with gold buttons, and salmon - pink silk Dhotee,
with white leather leg gings and a pink silk turban. *

2) A » ° o7 -
THNTOM REF Tkt OBTA®H TR Ef400f WORE L°UT

“Dressed in plush jacket, colured turban, dhoti ( a cloth, usu-
ally white, worn round the waist passing between the legs and
fastened behind )and bright red leggings, a Manipurip lay e r
would ride barefoot, grasping the stirrup Iron between his big and

second toes.””
M MCWf W3 EFCo4) X6UFT Th THT OfCIECaRKI-S) TAIST MET
E@f% Wil's, §) TAGWME EQfs T, %) X3F MET Ef4 WIF TRQM 2) SHERT
WS X SP6TEaRRS | RIRE TAE (5885665 ) TUf RSFaLl ¢ T6TTmes |
ME %k -§) AfRMECS MOT TS TROW §) TG MET AW K3 efgmef |

AY

Me 5/5 wfEram ATTsy e Hae W'\ ka AXCUE kera Ot |

ME WHé ATTsa O BOE 73 CHM TRE BWOE A@° ARAC 7T
REAECEOf WCaRae | MC WIE RFB Bargaf kATH MCT, RRES Thal TAJ
ereofit TfuLz Argmfaw Rsfesal MC 7AIew REwasel | ME AEAT
WP WHEA's kf Tha R0 MC ThOU MC BOCAPHR 2°TF M4 MFCHT
OLU3R RIAABC) RATHE QM LUk I

me AEEmf Heral METf TAI-eREOMN TRON RSI-HWEOMNR TLF
CAZ Tha! EfON W4T RO, R UCf | RoOflf JUa TN S°R7af3
MEf TAI-CREOITI] RIS XARATR TAY Th3 RITHR TLF-TAR Thaf
EfCN T XaEI4 THT MIE! | kofef yuzal meeFs kfTRE MC Busas
3 2@° | LTar TOP TIef XoOf THES, TAI-CRE ROT XU HCC Thal
X4U3l Tk SHITP KT Buomes |

¢ %, ABCIR AE, ‘Woeewnina Ok ReHma’ wfIcl, s¢8¢ 2 8s
¢B3 1 Ethel Grimwood, “My three years in Manipur” Delhi, 1975, pp. 39-40
¢¢ 1l Evans, G & R. Brett James, A., “Imphal London, 1962, p-10
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ROLT TOfMfRRT A0fm3 I ofefet | OBTER Thlss RERT O
YU\ CHA%E O ARFOf Sl s OTPIB RC ; OLUSR CUABES
ofzferefis RTUR OfZfErs Res OmPIg efxs s oIl 2T | ToOfFs
P TOf NPT LB BT X WL, 72°WZ°T RafE (RLC) ROWEW OPIF RO
gonumuef R@mef | OmPIwf 22Wees, XUhl ThOW O H30f RU°n weof
RV RETHE kXN TOF MEFR KRIURAT LTSS |

$) T REC RUC LBF © RGN 53 * CHBEM “X L'3” W |
) RO RE BB RN &R W
%) WENC CRE WRC SCCFN! RTWE ‘Wl cuss ws |

2) WM LUAC BMC X°CIMf RT°U THB ‘TH RHCT,
ARC %T | RLIHEf TAFQFTf RO WO $X°E X CUAFIF 385 | Cfusfe R
MT FCCF OMPIF WEF OMPICF ARE ST; RBCPIA AN0M BHeofm
efIT>msee 750 |

¢) WXU Wef BT YPUEE “BRT RUZW ARC %0 |
¢) nazl Zn4cl BUSHR AEEE NERE WS |

¥ ) RRC RUT O THRTE RO, CMFS NI
OfZfETRT XTBF ‘RGN LT X°TF ARC AR |

ARafEefl WOf OIPIFPTE THM TRE P B°UE kIRA RANT SCAC
O TR3E Oofcfers #3 RTUC ofzfers gesal efxs @s omef 2T
Tl KRGS (O WOETfARTYE BWIE X ‘O TRAFC Rae | ¥ WS
REE, N LF RerE WOE XF OMPICf ARTR° | TOIMRE REFOIT TOT Rl
OIIZ ARCA% e e ofzferams A58 Bk | HEIW, REF Xafu ofes
e oI ofzfecarkl | XfUwF Tofkrys ofzfers 23 oefl kATe X8
AMFHE RER S36° Il Reddof TNRAPR ‘oMY JPWE LFCHM H6°% WS SREE ART
MREFCE TWE | O TRERWCS RCT ST WCaws Thal WCafs Rodwksmwf
RO M C43° | Reggmf4yst Tfud’ omIg eu efues efud’el\ kAmm
YRR XIAWT $E65-6% & O KRU HACIHIART OQUE MECKT (S Ca
Y [

¢eN  “OPIBR”, 8 I , $B2, T2 ¢
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“so deeply are the Burmese impressed with the superiority of
the Muneepooree horse that upto the present moment (1st quarter
of 19th century), the elite of their cavalry consists of this description

of tropper, whom they rarely ventured to meet in the open field,” *
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“One pony died of disease as against
during previous year. This disease
( contagious disease ) was microscopically

diagnosed,” *
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“The games are always started from the centre of the ground by the
ball being thrown into the middle of the pleyers; it is frequently struck
before reaching the ground.” *
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“An opponent’s stick may be crooked in any position and the rule
about crossing is not existance among them. Yet serious acci-
dents are rare party as a result of the fact that Manipur is light in
bone, and active, and the ponies up to the weight they have to

carry.”
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CAKCT 7R3l RTT TO OBLEPS Tk TAEIR OPPILTY EFC ERC RO
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“It was a fine sight to see the senapati play Polo. He could do
strokes that few Manipuris knew, which is saying a great deal, for
an average player at Manipur can be at most Englishmen.”
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“To describe the game is beyond the powers of any but, an imagi-
native and practical pen, for. in respect of brilliance of play constant
excitement, rashneess, courage, skill, and popular enthusiasm, there

is no game equal to it.” "
KRl Y46 OTTE)S R ¢
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“There was one called Zilla Singh, a boy of about seventeen, whom
we use to call the poem. He was a slight, gracefull looking lad, and
he used to ride a tiny mite of a pony, and never troubled himself with
to many garments. His turban was always common off, and his long

black hair stretched in the wind as he flew about all over the ground.
72

FCOCUTRIT Rl OBCaPRofll k¥F Tha k3(I-RdF RFC Rkl
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“The Maharajah rode a beautiful pony on a gold saddle, with large
flaps on each side to protect his legd, also of gold. The pony’s

riddle was made of gold cord, and his head and back covered with
balls of soft white cotton. These saddles are really curioussities,
and are peculiarto Manipur. The balls of cotton are arranged to
protect the pony’s sides from being hit at polo, and the whole turn-

out is very well made, though rather heavy for small steeds,” *

Reasef oMY (33 WO ABTF RIFR RFCURE RAC & Il NPT RUOT L
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¥su  Ethel, Grimwood, “My three years in Manipur”. Delhi, 1975,p.39
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known to your Lordship, unless, indeed,

some of you may have heard of it as the
birth place of the game of polo.” &
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“when British tea-planters first took
up the game in Cachar during the nineteen
century it was from Manipuris that they
learnt to play and their polo club at
Silchar was first of its kind in the
world.Soon the Indian Army followed

their example,” 8
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A payment of twelve anas will, it is said exempt a man for forty days.” '
®ezar 2°Taed O °F BRIl RARA! WORE EURTERS Lot -
“The system was a good one ... | never
heard of it being complained of as a hardship
... has been abolished in Manipur since we
took the state in charge. We may live to
regret it;... we have still to learn that
the native system has much good in it, much
to recommend it, and that it is in many cases

the natural outgrowth of the requirements

of the people.” 7
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sen R.Brown, Statistical Account of the Native State Manipur and the Hill Territories
under its rule, Calcutta, 1873,p.83

ssn SirJames Johnstone, “Manipur and Naga Hills,” Delhi, 1971, pp.114-115
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“These simple representational dances are followed by
popular games and athletics

like indigenous Hockey ( Khong Kangjei ). Ju-
Jutsu (Muktna). But these popular games
and their dance conterpart have not yet

been thouroughly explored from the point

of view of primitive art and anthropolopgy.” 22
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“The Laiharaoba which has been
the bugbear of so many hostile

observations is the bed rock on

which its entire civilization
rests” 28
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“The festival in october last for one day; it is a gathering of the hill tribes
under the Manipur Government and is curlous sight on account of the great num-
ber of different tribes assemble, with their curious dress and weapons, differing
from each other in feature and language, but all unanimous in one particular, to

get drunk as speedity and remain so as long, as possible,”*
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“The hillmen indulge in feats of strenght before the Raja, as
carrying heavy weights. etc. They also indulge in war dances and
Shamfights.”*
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“In the cronicles in a passage of the

date 1746 (Garib Niwaz) occurs the following

mention of a game which is still played on

occasion: ‘The Raja had the pleasure to witness

a performance of Khangjing Sanaba in

the moonlight night- Khangjing Sanaba is a

kind of play, generally used to play in the

night time when the moon is clear, by males

and females of the country. A long piece of

bamboo green suitable for the purpose, placed

in the middle part, when a party of males, say

a dozen or more number, will catch the same

by the one end, and a party of the female sex

of the same number will hold the bamboo by

the other end, and then both party will pull
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that bamboo with all their might until one

of the party is defeated.’ It is likely enough

that this past time, to which the same thouri
chingnaba or rope pulling is applied, is modelled

on the ceremonical right common among certain of the hill tribes.”#
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49. T. C. Hodson, The Meitheis, Delhi, 1975, pp. 56-57
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